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To a small child, words are magical. And the most magical of all are the beloved, venerable words

of Mother Goose. Now folklorist Iona Opie has gathered more than sixty treasured rhymes in their

most perfect, honest form. From "Hey Diddle, Diddle" and "Pat-a-Cake" to "Little Jack Horner" and

"Pussycat, Pussycat," these are familiar verses that have been passed from parent to child for

generations; these are the rhymes that are every child's birthright.With watercolors by Rosemary

Wells that may prove equally enduring, MY VERY FIRST MOTHER GOOSE captures the simple joy

and the sly humor that are the essence of Mother Goose. Parents and children will find themselves

exploring this volume together, savoring delightful details and funny surprises on every page. This is

a book that promises hours of quiet smiles and merry grins for readers of all ages.
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My son is 18 months old and absolutely loves this wonderful book. He enjoys having any book read

to him, but Mother Goose's frequent references to the sun, moon, stars (all favorites topics to my

son)and Rosemary Wells' charming illustrations of bunnies, kitties, etc. add up to pure reading fun

at our house. These nursery rhymes aren't too intense (some Mother Goose can be downright

scary), and are just the right length for a 1- to 2-year old's attention span. And I enjoyed getting to

know some nursery rhymes I missed out on as a child (Wibbleton to Wobbleton is a hoot). A few of

the book's pages have been ripped in my son's enthusiasm for the subject matter, but this book is a



nice change from our dozens of board books at home. I highly recommend this book for toddlers

who enjoy being read to and for parents who love to do the reading.

"My Very First Mother Goose" is the perfect gift for new parents. Children love rhymes, but,

unfortunately, most babies in America today hear very little poetry and rhyme. This book is a gerat

way to introduce children to rhyme. The big pages, brightly colored, warm illustrations, and fun,

happy rhymes will captivate any baby or toddler. It is very important that babies are read to from

birth. From birth to 6 mos, a baby will become accomsomed to the sound of the parent's voice and

to the sounds of the English language. From 6 mos to 18 mos, baby will begin responding to favorite

stories and rhymes. By three years of age, a baby who has been read to every day will be ready for

chapter books such as "Charlotte's Web." A child who has been read to, for just a few minutes each

day, will learn to love to read. Children who love to read become excellent readers, thus excelling in

history, science, math, literature.... The illustrator of "My Very First Mother Goose", Rosemary Wells,

is an strong advocate of literacy. She encourages all parents to turn off the t.v's and read, for fifteen

minutes a day, to their children. "My Very First Mother Goose" is the perfect place to start!

As the mother of four, I think I've read Mother Goose rhymes probably tens of thousands of times

over the years. We've checked many Mother Goose books out of the library, but (thanks to my

mom), this is the one we own. We return to it time and time again for several reasons. First, of all,

it's big, which I really like because it means that I don't have to read the same rhymes night after

night after night. There's ample room in it to poke around (also its size has allowed Opie to include

in it some we didn't know - but quickly learned. My favorite of these is "Wash the dishes, Wipe the

dishes, Ring the bell for tea; Three good wishes, Three good kisses, I will give to thee.") I also really

like Opie's selection of rhymes. She's left out some of the grimmest, which makes the book

appropriate for even the smallest of readers. This is not to say, however, that this a bland book. For

Opie has included many really fun pieces. And this leads me to comment on Rosemary Wells'

illustrations, which are warm and funny, in the most beautiful colors. She lends her own touch to this

book. Sometimes she offers a new interpretation of a rhyme (see, for example, Humpty Dumpty,

which it turns out in Wells' world really concerns a small bunny not very fond of boiled eggs). In

other pictures, she simply adds hilarious, unexpected, fascinating detail. My daughters Rose, 2, and

Daisy, 6, and I laughed and laughed over this book today, turning a sad sick morning into a happy

time. I regularly find Rose, who is generally given to activities like bouncing, sitting quietly, poring

over this book. This is the one to buy.



This book may keep Mother Goose nursery rhymes alive for many more generations to come. I was

not particularly drawn to Mother Goose books - many of the rhymes I could remember seemed

irrelevant to me. But this book has changed my view. My 3 1/2 year old son and I read it together

regularly - he now chants the rhymes along with me. The collection is so well done, with rhymes

you'd be happy to read to any child (none of the violent or gory rhymes), and the illustrations are

utterly perfect & add tremendously to the content of the rhymes. We have shelves full of children's

books, but I would put this in the top 2 or 3 - this is a classic.

My 14mo old daughter will bring this book to me 3-4 times a day so I can read it to her. She

absolutely loves it, and doesn't seem to get tired of the rhymes. I may have to buy another copy

soon as she's not real gentile with books, but it will be money well spent. This beats a Barney or

Teletubbies video hands down for educational value, and lives WITH her toys, not up on some

bookshelf. I highly recommend it.

I was brought up with the rhyme "Hickory Dickory Dock" but it appears in this book as "Dickory

Dickory Dock". Perhaps someone out there could explain this different version.Overall, I like the

lovely illustrations, large collection of rhymes (some I have never seen before) and creative layout of

the words, however my toddler prefers the Lamaze boardbook of Mother Goose with its durable,

easy-to-flip pages. Also, the illustrations, though lovely and imaginative, are a bit sophisticated for

the youngest readers. For instance, Humpty-Dumpty is not an egg-shaped character but a tiny,

faceless, edible white-shelled egg. Jack and Jill are rabbits not children as are most of the other

traditionally human characters.My advice is to buy this book for its extensive collection of rhymes

and beautiful and artistic illustrations, BUT you may want a simple, traditional Mother Goose on

hand as well for daily reading.
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